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CIA’s Whodunit 
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JAMES A. WECHSLER 


Cl A^Chief Wïlliam F. Raborn is fighting to stop what he 
consulent a ca'inpoAgn by some of his owri stuff to discredit hun. 
The "admïtaVs' concern is over high-levet leaks of Information 
critica l of his administration. He has already exïled one top aide 
to the field and others may follow.— From Newsweek'» Perlscope. 

ff. 

Following is an undocumented version of an unrecorded 
•Xchange between Admiral Raborn and twó' top aides^shortly 
■iiter delivery ol thls week's edition of Newsweek. 

• Admiral Raborn: All right, this is it. I’ni led up. 

, First Deputy: What is it, sir? 

I Raborn: Doh’t act naive. You’ve seen this thing in Newsweek. 

Second- Deputy: What thing, sir? I never read magazines 
untii after dinner. They disagree with me. 

Raborn: Now, please, don’t both of you pretend you don t 
know what I’m talking about. (He throws the marked page 
across the desk). Go ahead, read it and refresh your recollections. 

First Deputy: ( after reading) That certainly is a nasty item. 
| Second Deputy: Who could invent something like that? 

Raborn: Let’s not play games. You know we’ve had too 
tnany leaks around here. Now we have a leak about the leaks. 
And the way things are going, there’11 be a leak about my raising 
heil about the leak about the leaks. 

* * # 

; First Deputy: Wc’Il make certaln that doesn’t happen. 

! Raborn: How can you make certain? 

Second Deputy: First, of course, we’11 make an immedlate 
check of all personnel to find out who reads Newsweek.' 

Raborn: That’s just how another leak would start. 

First Deputy: I agree. Moreover, from my own experience, 
I would deduce that the man who gave this out would be careful 
not to be seen reading Newsweek. He certainly wouldn’t be a 
eubscriber. - 

Second Deputy: I think you have something there. He would 
probably try to be seen reading Time. 

First Deputy: Or The National Review. 

Raborn: You’re treating thia,whole thing supcrflclally. Who 
wouid.be jmqstlikely to leak a story about men' who were dis- 


fiplined for leaking stories to discredit me? 1 

Second Deputy: Obviously, the men who were disciplined. j 
I Raborn: That’s too simple. ■> 

I First Deputy: Or a relative. \ 

Raborn: Absolutely not. It would have to be one ; 0 f their : 

j enemies — someone who wanted us to suspect these very men. J 

! Gentlemen, I am shocked by your gullibility. j 

| First Deputy: I think you must be right, Admiral. Silly of us. 'J 

* -V- * ;] 

Raborn: (abruptly) Now, vvlilch one of you recommended that : 

we takc the disciplinary action? \ 

Second Deputy: I don't recall preclsely. I remember that you ' 
brought the matter up ... ■ ' • ' 

Raborn: Are you suggesting I leaked the story about de- ? 
moting men wlio leaked stories to discredit me? i 

- Second Deputy: Of course not. , 

First Deputy: We scem to be going around in a vicious clrcle. 

. Raborn: (grxmly) Fcrhaps I am. Now let us start over. 1 
lArticles appear in print clearly designed to injure my reputation.'V 
iThey cast doubt on my ability to run CIA. They are based on , 
uacts that came from within our own intelligence System. j 
\ , Second Deputy: Well, half-truths, sir, j 

Raborn: Thank you. Let me continue. I was led to believe 
we had found the sources of the leak. We acted promptly and 5 
decisively, as I assured the President at the time. 1 

■ First Deputy: Exactly. ' "j 

Raborn: And soon thereafter we find that we cart’t even keep J 
secret the fact that we’ve done something to preserve secrecy j 
about what we’ve done to preserve secrecy. 

Second Deputy: Those certainly are the facts. - . 

# * * ! 
Raborn: Do you think all this hclps to malntain public con- 

fidence in our sccrct operations? j 

First Deputy: lt certainly doesn't. It's an insult to our intelll- ' 
gence, if I may say so. But this isn’t the first time we’ve had 
trouble with Newsweek. 

Raborn: Don’t we have any friends there? 

Second Deputy: Onjy ong._g.gent, but we’re hesitant to com- 
municate with himliow. ” ' 

Raborn: Why? 

First Deputy: Wel), frankly sir, we have reason to believe 
he’s under surveillance by the FBI. He used to be one of our 
men overseas. ' . . .. 

Raborn: Don’t we have any privacy? What would J. Edgar 
Hoover do if this happened to him? . 

First Deputy: Probably fire someone. 

Raborn: 'jThat’s just what we did the first time. That’s what j 
starled the latest trouble. All right, let’s sweep it under the < 
rug till I think lt all through . . . Now, let’s get to those reports : 
from Hon g K qng a bout what’s happening ln Red «Chjina. , ; j 
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